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Rubber Plantation

Unlocking The Full Potential

SOCFIN recently transferred juvenile planting
matgrial toits green fields in Sierra Leone and Cam-
bodra, and will make it available for the sma|| hold-
ersin Ivory Coast. By the end of 2014, a cerﬁﬁéd |
germplasm of 10 rejuvenated clones of interest will
bg set up in Africa. The tissue culture activities
will also be incorporated in g SOCFIN Subsidiary

by the creation of 4 laboratory at SOCFINDO (In-
donesia).

Authors:

|
| of Rubber Tree Clones

g

—
SOCFIN

Philippe DE GROOTE
(Agric Rubber Manager, SOCFIN)

.

Auréen MASSON Philippe DE GROOTE

SOGB |

Socfin Rejuvenated 10 Industrial Clones and Has
) Recently Started Their Establishment in Its Plan-
tations
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Several research projects conducted in Asia and
in Africa proved that rejuvenated clones grow faster o o :
(up to 35%) and produce more latex (up to 46%)  Container grown juvenile rooted cuttings nursery
than the same mature clones. at SoGB estate

The SOCFIN group of plantations (54 000 ha of
rubber) started in 2006 an ambitious program to
rejuvenate the major rubber tree clones. With the
help of the University of Ghent in Belgium, it was
possible to reset the age of several mature clones
using somatic embryogenesis.

This innovation is a real breakthrough for the
rubber plantations, and makes it possible to over-
come constraints of in vitro tissue culture for a
large scale propagation of rejuvenated rubber tree
clones (i.e. low multiplication rate, proximity of the
lab to the plantation and cost). After the slowing
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existing clones provides a real opportunity to in- ' ' | and Health #

crease the rubber yields in the short term.

The plantlets produced in vitro in Belgium were
acclimatized since 2010 at SoGB, a rubber plan-
tation located in Ivory Coast, West Africa. 20 000

juvenile plants of 2 clones have already been \ 3y :
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mass propagate clonal rootstocks opens a new
field of research on selection of Fomes tolerant
rubber trees.
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In addition to the field establishment of this su-
perior planting material, some plantlets were kept
at the nursery to develop the in vivo cutting tech-
nique with an unexpected success. The results
have been published in a scientific paper (Masson
etal., 2013"), enabling SOCFIN to be the leader of
mass propagation of Hevea brasiliensis clones by
cuttings.
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